WOULD THROW OPEN
HOTEL CAB STANDS

Chief Oliver of the License Bu-
reau Would Give Al Taxicabs

Equal Privileges.

WANTS ZONE FARE SYSTEM

Marked to Show the
Proper Charge Should Be in the
Cabs and Fares-Reduced.

Thinks Maps

Francis V. S Oliver. Chief of the
Bureau of Licenses, who drew (the
ordinance for the regulativn of taxicabs
by the city, which way declared uncon-

gtitutional b the courfs, has written for
THE 'TiMes a statement of the points
which, 1 his mind, si:ould be inciuaed in

1ne legisiattun alung tuis line. Alr. Qiiver
brings rorwuard the 1ost radical change
in the 1lrallic regujativn yet suggested.

the aboliiion of all the private stanygs now
mainia.med at the hotels, restaurants,
and caiés of the ciiy.
~Mr. Oliver also i(reats the guestion of the
fare that should be atllowed, deciaring
that it shouid be buased on a zZone systen,
by whiclt every passenger could tell what
the legittinate fare snoutd be, The (hief
admits taat he has nol worked out this
plan to his satisfaction as vet, but says
that he will have it completed for pre-
geration to the Aldermen when they
talke the matier up. JMr. uliver's points
are:

lL.icense fees for all vehirles should bhe
the same. T'he licenses should expire on
one date or wiihin one monitn. This would
give us a chance to get a different color
1tor a license eachr vear., As it is now.
with some licenses expiring to-day and
son:e 1o-morrow, it is difrficuzlt ror both
owners and this oftice 10 be sure that

every veoehicle is operating under an ex-
lant licensc.
“¥erh vehicle should be inspected as

to cleuanliness and general suitability he-
fore it is licensed. and the number should
be affixed thercon by City Inspectors. 1
have recentiy directed that every veliicle
in this borough be brought to the bureau
for inspection before it is licensed.

: There should Dbe an examination for
drivers of all horse vehicles, so that it can
be ascertainced that thev are familiar with
the traffic rules and the law governing
their business.

All Nlcenses should be granted without

any distinction between public and special
‘¢abs. A man should not be compeiled to
choose whether he will serve thie public or
be restricied to the service of the guests
of some hotel.
.- All meter hack fare should be the same;
horse hacks fares should be divided as
they are now. and the fares of all kinds
of vehicles should be decreased.

~All drivers should be comnelied to glve
to-passengers upon request receif)is with
the name of the owner of the vehicle, its
license number, and the name angd license
number of the driver. All large com-

anles in the city do this veoluntarily now,

he pictures and descriptions of drivers
should be on the city licenses, to prevent
trading in them.

ANl fares should be calculated., where
there is no iaximeter, on a map hung
in the cab divided into sguares, circles or
zones, 1 have experienced a great deal
of difficulty in devising such a map. It is
€asy to do so when there is a definite
starting point, but as any foot of
space in the city may be tne starting
point, It is extremely difficult to devise an
equitable map. If a meter should stop
running or be patently fraudently fast,
the charge should be made by the map.

If the passenger is riding in a taxicab
on a sSpecial agreement with the company
or with the driver, who has a right tomake
an agreement. the meter should be cov-
ered by a hood and a sign placed thereon
“*Special Agreement.”’

Many of the com-

panies in the Summer offer special terms .

for trips to amusement places, such as.

Coney Island. As the companies know
how much they are to get, there would
be no harm in covering the meter. 1f the
meter stops or is out of order, an “‘out
of order" sign sliould be placed thereon
and the meter should be covered by a
hood. All charges should then depend
upon the map which is hung inside.

No person shall be allowed to ride on
the box of the driver. unless he is a mem-
ber of the party hiring the cab.

All special hack stands should be abol-
ished. = KEvery hotel or building, where
there is necessity for a cab service, should

be allowed to havea public cabstand privi-

lege upon application to this of..ce.
numkber of cabs permitted thereon should
not be fixed and unchangeable, but should
depend upon the traffic condition, and
might vary with the time of dav.

Every cab shouid be allowed to stand at
csuch a stand within the limited number.
In this connection ¢abstands could be es-
tablished all over the city in front of va-
cant lots. If a company could stand cabs
in front of a vacant lot. erect a telephone
booth on it, they would be within range
of manyv hotels and restaurants without
paying exorbitant fees to any person. To-
day on the average each cab company
pays to each hotel ten per cent. of its
g1ross earnings. while standing in front of
such hotel. This money comes from the
puwiic. We find the cab companies issumng
stock oun the value of these cabstands. In
other words. they are using the public
streety for the means of raising capital.

The starter in front of a hotel should bhe
licensed and be held .responsible for the
order of the stand. e siiould take ihe
number of ecach cab which carries a pas-
senger therefrom, with the time of depar-
iure, and. if possible, the destination
thereof, and should hold such recoras
open to the public for i{nspection.

The Magistrates should be given the
right to revoke hack licenzes. This would
give the public a quick and easy way of
punishing those persons guilty of fraud
and would supply what is lacking now—a
means, at once easy and fair, of revok-
Ing licenscs,

The JMerchants’ Association and several
other important organizations in the city
have .. <en up thiz r1axicab qguestion.
Several .erdinances forr dealing with it
have been intreduced to the Aldermen,
end. when it comes up for final settlement
‘n 2 few werlis, it will be considerad more
seriously than ever hefore.

POLICE BICYCLE STOLEN.

It Was Taken, the Patrolman Says, as
He Sought a Light.

Bicyele Policeman Winfield Swain, a
recent appointee to the West 100th Street
Station, yesterday morning charged Her-
man 1Weiner of 18 Columbla Street, be-
fore Alagistrate Apnleton in the West
S:de Couirt, a Western Unilon messenger,
with stecaling' 1is official bicyeie on Sun-
day cvenirng. He left nis wheel. he said,
in front of the_ Hendrick Hudson upart-
ment house on Riverside Drive, while he
went inside to get a light for his lamyp,
ahich had been extinguisiied by a blast
cf wind from the Jersey shore.

When he came out the machine had dis-
appcared and he began a search for it.
An hour later he located it in the tele-
szraph office at the corner of Brocadway
and 1006tl: Street, where it had been left
by Weiner
Fifty~scventh Stireet.

Weliter, who was held

in

morning told the Alagistrate that as he
was leavirg the Hudeson apartments after
delivering a mesrsage he was approached
by a Jad. who said he had dellvered =&

while he took a8 message to

a thousand
dollars %ail on a short affidavit. until this

C. V. D. package fron: a drug store and

had lost his money.
to his emplover and wanted §10 for the
machine. Weiner offered $8, but the.of-
fer was refused. He then, he said, went
+oward Lhe telegraph office, and when
within hsalf a block of it was overtaken
by the alieged drug messenger, who took
tne 88 and handed over the wheel.

Alagristrate Appleton held Weiner on his
onn co;izent till this morning In order tu
~ive Swaln a chance to 4o a little * de-
icetive work.” The Magistrate gave the
patrolmanu
witneses to prove that he went into the
apartment house to secure & light for his
iamp.

LUNATIC RUNS FOR FREEDOM.

He Dodges Through West Orange
Crowd, with His Keepers After Him,

John Bolan, 2 member of an old West
Orange family, escaped wvesterday morn-

ing from the Overbrook Hospital for the
Insane, where he had been confined since
September suffering from the illusion that
he is a victim of vivisection. He behaved
himself in the asyium and was allowed
much latitude.

Oun a pretence of seeking fresh air he
walked out on a fire escape Yesterday
morning, ciambered down, and got away.
("hief of Police William H. Bamford of
West Orange went to his old home when
he got word of the escape and there ar-
rested him.

Bolan was taken to Police Headquar-
ters in the ambulance, and Joseph Mec-
Carthy. 8 keeper from the hospital, took
him in charge, declaring he could make
the journey to Overbrook safely enough
by trolley through Montclair. The first
trangfer point ig 2t Main and Day Streecis.
Orange, and Patrick Riley. the ambulance
orderly., expecting troubie, went a block
out of his way to see what would happen.

Bolan stood peaceably enough for a time
at the =ide of his guard. but suddenly
gave him a shove and darted away. By
the time McCarthy had recovered himself
Bolan had a lead of half a block. Weav-
ing his way through the crowd, Rolan
dashed down Conhe Street and across Main
Street. Riley sprang from his ambulance
in front of the lunatic and knocked him
down., The rest of his journey to the hos-
pital vwas made in the ambulance securely
bound. -

X-RAYS TO FIND STOLEN RING.

Negro Prisoner Accused of Having
Swallewed His Booty.

George W. Main of 130 Freemont Street,

Jersey City. had John Milier. a negro, Jiv-
ing at 419 Monmouth Street, arrested ves-
terday. charging him with having stolen
his diamond ring. valued at S100.

At the Seventh Street Police Siaiion.
where Miller was taken. Main suggested
that the X-rays be put on Miller. veca e
he had reasons to believe that the pris-
oner had swallowed the ring. It wiil be
decided in the Second Criminal Court in
Jersey City this morning whether it is
necessary to X-ray Miller to locate the
ring.
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He had to make goud .

two subpoenas to serve on.

The



